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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear People of God at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

     It is newsletter time again.  It feels to me like I have been doing a mini-newsletter 

article every day for the past week.  I hope I don’t sound like I am whining or 

complaining.  Mostly because I don’t like wine.  (insert laughter here.) 

     It seemed to me a good way to keep up the sense that I am still your pastor even 

though so much of what that means is being taken away.  I cannot come visit you, I think 

even in the direst of circumstances.  I cannot have you in the building with me or come 

visit me there.  You can’t come to my house or stop by.  I can’t see your faces in worship 

or visit with you around a fellowship table at church.  I cannot be the type of pastor I 

want to be and I think you have come to enjoy.  So I have to do it with words only. 

     And all too often words are all we have.  So that is what I will continue to use as your 

pastor, my words.  Words that I hope comfort, inspire, help you cope, help you grieve, 

help you through despair, help you through this time of isolation.  I will try to use words 

that help you focus on God, focus on neighbor, focus on generosity and on being the 

Body of Christ in the world.  I will try to use words to remind you to pray and care and 

join us for worship. 

     Now that I think about it, words are what I have most of the time for you.  But being 

your pastor is about being with you, along with the words.  And without that part of the 

equation, the words seem less than what they might be otherwise.    

     God be with you ‘til we meet again. 
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Prayer Requests 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

 and for all people according to their needs:  

Terry, Sharon and Tim Danner on the loss of a wife and mother, Judy 

The Pedack/Moen family on loss of Helena Pedack 

A former member, Marvel Graham, on the loss of her husband, Ian. 
For health concerns: 

  Patrick Vaughn as he recovers from a bicycle accident 

Cathy Karlsen’s mother 

Paul Evans, Dana Schrader’s father 

Jennifer Lachapelle 

Terry Vaughn’s brother-in-law, Tom Compton, as he battles cancer 

Richard McCutchan’s sister 

Heidi Ferria, Pat Heifort's daughter 

Joanne Walther 

Bo Henderson 

Juli Reed, who is struggling with MSA 

Karla Kloes’ sister, Fara Schwencke, brother-in-law, Brad, and Mother 

Marilyn Haug 

For all others who are in need of healing and wholeness, 

For peace in the Middle East, Iraq, and all over the world, 

For Pastor Tom and our Congregational Leaders 

and for all people according to their needs: 

 

Into your hands, Oh, Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

trusting in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
Prayer Requests should be submitted to 

 Pastor Tom  swanstrail@outlook.com  425-334-1220 

Pat Pehling  pehling@frontier.com or 425-334-1220 
 
 

THANK YOU TO 
• All who donate supplies to the church 

• Michele Coady for enhancing our choir anthems and worship services with her delightful flute! 

• Joanne and Daren Barstad for all their help at Helena Pedack’s Memorial Service. 

• All those who are helping provide the weekly on line worship service to keep us connected 

• All the people who donated items for the Hands for Peacemaking Guatemala mission,.  Karla reports 

that the trip has been cancelled for August but that she really appreciates the donations.   
 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE is at www.swanstrail.org  Take a look when you get the chance.  It has 

some good links to other church related websites that might be helpful to you.  It also has the Sunday 

readings for those who like to look ahead or want to practice before reading on Sunday morning.  

Suggestions of what to include in the site are most welcomed. 

 

ORVILLE & WENDELL ANDERSON BENEVOLENCE FUND 
Many years ago, when Orville Anderson passed away, he bequeathed half of his estate (which included 

his brother, Wendell’s estate) to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in an amazing gesture of generosity.  

With this gift, we were able to remodel the sanctuary, create the narthex and restrooms AND put aside a 

lump sum to establish the Orville and Wendell Anderson Benevolence Fund.   
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This fund generates interest each year that is then turned over to a committee of 5 church members who 

review applications and get to support individuals and/or organizations.  It also provides $500 

scholarships to church youth in college!  The fund is also currently supported by the generous gifts from 

some of our members.  If you are so inclined, additional contributions may be made directly to the 

Benevolence Fund – just designate clearly on your check. 
 

The Committee is always open to suggestions.  Current members are Karla Kloes, Pat Veale, Al Errey,  

Elizabeth Masche and Lisa Robinson 

 

MUSIC MATTERS by Bonnie Thoreson  
 

I used to teach Dickens', A TALE OF TWO CITIES, to high school students who, for the most part, 

liked the book.  Its opening paragraph is one of the most famous in all of literature, beginning with the 

words, "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times..."  So here we are today.  Many people are 

risking their lives to save others, some people are publicly lying to the American people...  Many people 

are donating and helping, some people are price-gauging and profiteering...  
 

Another quotation comes to mind: "though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet."  Now is 

the time when we need to help each remember that.  Thanks to Tom and Jody and the Kloes family, we 

had a virtual service on Sunday.  I feel extra holy because I also watched a service led by my brother-in-

law as he presided over an empty (except for a few musicians in the balcony) sanctuary at his first 

Sunday as interim pastor at Bethesda Lutheran in Moorhead, Minnesota.  This was a live service, so my 

sister watched it at home alone and later told me, "I suppose I could have joined the singing, but it 

seemed weird to do it all by myself."  
 

So how do we keep singing in the midst of social distancing?  Some churches have the technology to 

have hymn words on a screen, like Bethesda Lutheran, but who will sing alone at home?     
 

I have no answer to those questions; however I do have a proposal.  Give me a list of your favorite 

hymns and we will sing as many of them as possible when we finally can worship together again. I can 

be reached at bkthoreson@comcast.net.  Or contact Tom or the church office.  Or, for you Harry Potter 

fans, send them by owl.  
 

SOLI DEO GLORIA  

 

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP – Pat Davis 
As we all begin to understand what the new “normal” means for everyone during this pandemic, we 

should take comfort from the fact that God is ever present in our lives.  Whether we are actually 

worshipping in our beloved Swans Trail church building or sitting at home in front of a computer 

participating “online” in the service, we know that Pastor Tom is leading us and guiding us. 
 

April brings us to Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter Sunday.  Things will be different and yet the 

same this year.  Palms will be outside the front doors of the church on Thursday, April 2nd.  Please take 

some home (keeping a social distance) as you do so!  We will have our palms ready as Pastor Tom leads 

us in the Palm Sunday Service. 
 

Please check on the church website and the email messages from Pastor Tom for the format of the Holy 

Week services this year and the Easter service. 
 

God keep you in his grace, Pat Davis 
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION  - Dean Kloes 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/MONDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY/SUNDAY EVENING 

LUTHERNISM DISCUSSION  

To support the social distancing effort to control the spread of the Coronavirus, the Friday morning 

Women’s Bible Study, the Monday Evening Bible Study and the Sunday Evening Lutheranism 

Discussion Group are all cancelled through April 24th, 2020. 

 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE–Pat Pehling 
Although we are currently not meeting for Worship, there are still many ways to help each other and the 

community. 

If you are in need of any assistance (home help, shopping help, etc.) please let me know 

(pehling@frontier.com or 360-568-4047) 

Area Food Banks are very much in need of assistance – both volunteers and donations.  Cash donations  

actually are more useful since they can leverage funds more effectively then we can as individuals. 

Snohomish Food Bank has an on-line donation opportunity at http://snohomishfoodbank.org/dgx-

forms/donate-online/  or checks can be mailed to P O Box 1364, Snohomish WA 98291 

Drop off donations to: 1330 Ferguson Park Road (Behind The National Guard Armory, Fire Station and 

Haggen Grocery complex off Avenue D (360) 568-7993. 

If you have a more local food bank to support, they all have information on line. 

Blood Banks are also desperately in need of donations.  If you are able, please consider a possible life-

saving action. 

 

MINISTRY OF GOD’S HOUSE – Doug Garland 

We will begin monthly church work parties on the 3rd Tuesday of the month starting on April 21st. 

 Depending on the status of the shutdown we may or may not have a BBQ potluck at 6:00. 

We will also start the lawn mowing rotation in April. Please contact me if you will be able to mow a 

couple of weeks in April to get started. The sign up sheet will be available once the church reopens. 

Along with pruning and weeding, we’ll be working on stripping the old paint off the canopy horizontal 

beams and weather sealing them along with the vertical and support beams. Thanks for your support in 

maintaining the church. 

Projects are continuously being recognized, planned and completed. If you see something in need of 

repair, a safety issue or have an idea for improvements in and around the church, please let me know so 

they can be addressed. 

 

Lutheran Counseling Network Faith and Everyday Life, 2020 

April 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great 

value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

(Matthew 13:45-46) This parable is a beautiful and concise story of God’s abundant love for us. It is 

such abundant love that there is only thing for the merchant to do, and that is give up everything to 

obtain the pearl. God is the merchant. We, the church and people of God, are God’s beloved pearl. God 

shows up and in Jesus pays the ultimate price to win us.  

Understanding love in this abundance is beyond my human ability. I can only grasp it by faith. I can 

only receive it as grace. I can only recognize it as the essence of God. I do love the image of a pearl and 

what it represents. That God’s beloved church, that each of us, can be molded and beautified because of 
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some irritant or injury. Like a pearl, God’s people are being formed into something new. I see 

transformations happen often in my work as a therapist. It is not often a mountain that moves. Most 

often it is a small shift, a forgiving word, a repaired relationship, a letting-go of a past hurt, a decision to 

hold on with a loose grip, or a word of God’s love that changes everything. God shows us how to love 

abundantly. May we be transformed by this love, and learn to love without limit. 

Written by a staff member of Lutheran Counseling Network 

 

 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS IN OUR CONGREGATION 
BIRTHDAYS: 

 

April    4 Lori Fox, Riley Ess 

  6   Al Moen, Todd Lipke 

  9   Tyler Toutonghi, Nancy Soderblom 

10 Allen Soderblom 

 11  Megan Robinson  

 13 Keira Mahoney 

 12  Joy Vaughn 

 14  Danielle Reed 

21 Howard Negaard 

 22  Jeff Thoreson 

 25 Elisabeth Barnes 

27 Bethany Karlsen 

 29  Meghan Gilbert Blair 

 30  Nancy Negaard 



 


